THE FRENCH IN HYDERABAD                   29

whilst passing through the Jagirs of the Nawab of
Cuddapah, a disturbance occurred in that part of the
army where the ladies travelled, which was attacked by
some of the Cuddapah ryots. The Nawab supported his
ryots and when Muzaffer Jung came up and reproached
him for the disturbance an engagement took place.
Bussy's troops soon decided the quarrel, and the Nawab
commenced to retreat. Muzaffer Jung instead of waiting
for his cavalry followed on his elephant, the Nawab of
Kurnool who had also taken part in the engagement, but

*

fell dead, pierced through the brain by a spear thrown
by the Kurnool Nawab, who was immediately after-
wards cut to pieces, It is probable that the whole of
this incident was a pre-arranged conspiracy ; for the three
Nawabs of Cuddapah, Kurnool and Savanoor, all of whom
took part in it, and who had also been implicated in the
assassination of Nasir Jung, were dissatisfied with the
rewards they had received and were jealous of the
influence of the French. Savanoor and Kurnool were
both killed and Cuddapah escaped grievously wounded.
Muzaffer Jung's reign had only lasted about six weeks and
now everything was again in confusion. The presence
of Bussy, however, with, his small but disciplined force
soon set matters right. Nizam-ul-Mulk's third son,
Salabut Jung, was following his brother in a sort of
honorary confinement. Bussy being in charge of the royal
camp at once had him brought forward and publicly
installed as Subadar. The other chiefs presented their
nuzzers and before the day was over order was restored
and the march resumed (March, 1751.)

This change of Nizams made no difference to the
position occupied by the French. If anything, their
influence was made stronger than it was before, because
the Nizam saw how valuable was this disciplined force